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REVAMPS   11:05 A.M.

Everything on the Vibrant, Energetic New Menu at
Porcelain Chef Kate Telfeyan has revamped the food at this
Ridgewood destination.
By Chris Crowley

THE GRUB STREET DIET   JUNE 25, 2021

Myriam Ben Salah Longs for the Food of Tunisia “It’s like
a Proustian madeleine to me, triggering memories from
home.”
By Chris Crowley

REOPENING   JUNE 24, 2021

New York’s Government Is Not Done Screwing
Restaurants and Bars Just Yet The sudden end of takeout
alcohol is yet another sign that lawmakers don’t care about
the needs of business owners.
By Alan Sytsma

TO -GO DRINKS  JUNE 23, 2021

New York’s To-Go Cocktails Are Goners The popular rule is
going the way of COVID restrictions.

REOPENING   JUNE 23, 2021

After a ‘Year of Hell,’ New York’s Restaurant Workers
Start to Feel Safe “It feels pretty great just to live and not be
scared.”
By Chris Crowley

ENDORSEMENT   JUNE 22, 2021

This Gin Rickey Is Summer’s Thirst-Quenchingest Cocktail
Even better than a G&T.

RIP   JUNE 21,  2021

Influential Los Angeles Chef Mark Peel Has Died The
Campanile co-founder was 66.

RE STAUR ANT REVIEW   JUNE 21,  2021

Francie’s Haute Comfort Cooking Is Subtly Lavish From
caviar and lobster to New York’s last remaining cheese cart.
By Adam Platt

THE GRUB STREET DIET   JUNE 18, 2021

Author Joss Lake Loves a Colorful Restaurant “All of
your senses are alive …”
By Jane Starr Drinkard

FATHER'S  DAY 2021   JUNE 17,  2021

45 Last-Minute Gifts That Will Arrive by Father’s Day
From an electric razor to a dopp kit and pour-over kettle.
By The Editors

REOPENING   JUNE 17,  2021

The New Thrill of Old Restaurants New restaurants seem
great! But that’s not what I want right now.
By Alan Sytsma

SUMMER OF SUNDAE S   JUNE 17,  2021

Fany Gerson Kicks Off a Summer of Sundaes at Fan-Fan
Doughnuts Starting with a special cooked up with writer
Nicole A. Taylor.
By Chris Crowley

REOPENING   JUNE 16, 2021

Restaurants Are Struggling to Find Workers. Here’s
Why. A career waiter explains.
By Mack Harden

TOURS   JUNE 15, 2021

A New Food Crawl Was Designed to Help Queens Mom-
and-Pops Launched by an Elmhurst native, Homecoming
also fundraises for food insecure New Yorkers.
By Emma Orlow

LAWSUITS   JUNE 15, 2021

Shake Shack Manager Sues Cops Who Said His Store
‘Poisoned’ Their Milkshakes According to his defamation
lawsuit, he was held for several hours after a hospital found the
officers had not ingested any toxins.

Q&A   JUNE 15, 2021

Legendary Pastry Chef Claudia Fleming Returns to the
Danny Meyer Fold “I feel like the scene today is a baker’s
paradise.”
By Robin Raisfeld and Rob Patronite

EDOUARDO JORDAN   JUNE 14, 2021

What You Need to Know About the Allegations Against
Star Chef Edouardo Jordan According to a Seattle Times
report, 15 women have accused the chef of sexual misconduct

REOPENING   JUNE 14, 2021

The Behind-the-Scenes Chefs Who Saved Their
Restaurants Now what happens as the pandemic ends?
By Mahira Rivers

THE GRUB STREET DIET   JUNE 11,  2021

Casey Wilson Prefers Her Chicken Parm in Bed “No one
loves that about me, but it’s my truth.”
By Alyssa Shelasky

ENCOUNTER   JUNE 10, 2021

Victoria Blamey Is Free “I had never been presented with
the opportunity to just do me.”
By Andrea Strong
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Confirmed: It Will Now Be the Summer of the Cosmopolitan

Who Really Gets to Drink Outside in New York?
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By Chris Crowley

Unsolicited Advice: Drink Medalla Light All Summer
Long

A proper amount of Medalla Light. Photo: John Taggart/Bloomberg via Getty Images

Some things simply taste better when it’s so humid you want to lie in a tub
of ice for several hours. One of those is Medalla Light, the Puerto Rican beer
that is, as its name implies, very light and extremely refreshing. Sometimes
referred to as “Puerto Rico’s beer of choice,” it’s the island’s best-selling beer,
and with good reason. Medalla is pretty much engineered for easy drinking
during hot summer days, and now, thankfully, it’s available across New York
City and on Long Island.

While the beer has been imported to New York City since September — long
overdue for the state’s 1 million strong Puerto Rican community — it’s only
now hitting peak Medalla season. The first time I had it was on a frigid
December night at the Ridgewood bar Aunt Ginny’s. This was not ideal
Medalla weather, but in the months since, I’ve heard rumbles of excitement
about the beer’s growing availability; one Nuyorican bartender replied
succinctly when I asked if she was a fan, “I’m Puerto Rican, so, naturally.”
When I saw that it might hit 90 this past Sunday, I knew exactly what to do.
And with Memorial Day nearly upon us, I suspect I’ll be needing to cram
some cans into my backpack and pray they don’t explode with some
regularity.

In New York City (one of its nine markets), Medalla is being distributed by
Williamsburg-based Union Beer Distributors. Its producer, Cervecera de
Puerto Rico, has reportedly increased production at its brewery to fuel an
expansion tear and has spared no expense in getting the word out. This year,
Medalla’s broader arrival in the States was trumpeted by an ad campaign
featuring the sound of the coqui — a small, irresistibly adorable frog that’s a
symbol of the island — intended to tap the Puerto Rican diaspora’s sense of
nostalgia. In New York, the company took out an eye-popping yellow
billboard in Times Square to broadcast the beer’s arrival.

To find it, I’ve mostly been popping into random delis and grocery stores,
but there’s a comprehensive map of New York stores that sell the beer on the
Medalla Light website. Restaurants and bars around the city have also
started carrying it, including Arthur Avenue’s Bronx Beer Hall — which was
opened by two Nuyorican brothers — where it’s offered alongside a menu of
mostly local craft beers. Elsewhere, it’s available at Travesias in Throgs
Neck; La Fonda Boricua in Harlem; Firefly in Sunnyside; and at the bar
Turtles All the Way Down in Bed-Stuy. (The owners of the Freakin Rican in
Astoria say they will serve it as soon as their still-pending liquor license is
approved.)

Will I drink other beers this summer? Probably. Should I? I’m not sure.
Definitely not when I’m fighting for towel space in the Rockaways. Drinking
Medalla on a humid afternoon tastes like how it feels to dunk your head in
the ocean during a heat wave. Plus, it goes down smooth like Coors, if Coors
tasted good, or Corona without the skunk. Good thing it comes in those cute
ten-ounce cans.

Medalla, it has been noted in the past, didn’t have a ton of competition on its
home turf. (The United States’ extractive relationship with Puerto Rico has
made it so that the island depends on imports and agricultural sovereignty.)
In recent years, a crop of new Puerto Rican craft breweries have popped up,
which I hope to try soon, but for now, I’m happy to finally have the king of
Puerto Rican beers in my backpack all summer long.
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